CHAPTER V

The murder at Serajevo - the Council of War - Haig's view -
opening moves of the Great War - in command of ist Corps
- the retreat from Mons - danger of capture by Germans -
the advance to the Aisne - doubts as to French action - the
battle of the Aisne - the battle of Ypres - the crisis - New
Year's Eve, 1914 - in command of ist Army - the battle of
Neuve Chapelle- Festubert- the battle of Loos - the misuse
of Reserves - visit from Lord Kitchener - resignation of Sir
John French - appointment as Gommander-in-Chief British
Army in France.

THE news of the murder at Serajevo excited
neither horror nor alarm in Great Britain. It was
to the public only a dastardly and somewhat silly
crime. There was at least nothing to cause it to be
regarded as an incident of international im-
portance. In Whitehall its repercussion was not
foreseen. Attention was still riveted on the
Irish problem, and the immediate danger then
threatening the internal peace of the realm. In
Berlin its importance was more carefully gauged.
Within a week (sth July) the Kaiser was warning
the heads of the Army and Navy that while
nothing was to be done that might arouse sus-
picion they were to be prepared for all emergen-
cies. The publication of the Austrian ultimatum
to Servia, with its harsh demands, first showed the
danger of the situation, and thereafter events suc-
ceeded one another with appalling rapidity.

But it was not until the 30th of July that the
British Army received orders to put in force the
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